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Landowner Objectives 
The landowners would like to return and maintain the Amherst Poor Farm, LLC property to local, active 
agricultural production through planning and applying Best Management Practices. The owners would 
like to conserve, maintain, and improve the natural resources while producing agricultural products on 
the operation.   

Property Overview 
The Amherst Poor Farm is a 49.24-acre parcel located off Pomeroy Lane in South Amherst, 
Hampshire County, Massachusetts (Appendix 1). The property lies in the Connecticut River Valley 
ecoregion.  The borders of this region are defined by the bedrock geology. The valley has rich soils, a mild 
climate and low, rolling topography. The valley floor is primarily cropland and built land. Central 
hardwoods, predominantly oak species, and transition hardwood forests cover the ridges.  

The Amherst Poor Farm property is surrounded by both residential properties and conservation land. 
Adjacent to the property on the western and and southern boundaries is just under 100 contiguous acres 
owned by the Town of Amherst designated as open space for conservation and recreational use. Privately 
owned, undeveloped land to the south totals 420 acres, bordering the 3,000-acre Mount Holyoke Range 
State Park (Appendix 2).       

The property currently has eight acres planned for hay production. Approximately ten acres are old pasture 
and 37 acres comprise unmanaged woodlands. Until 2006, the hay field and pastures were in production 
for decades.    
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SOIL RESOURCES 

There are twelve soil types found on the Amherst Poor Farm property. Drainage classes of the soils range 
from well- drained to very poorly drained; prime farmland soils to muck.  The prime farmland soils are 
Pollux fine sandy loam, Merrimac fine sandy loam, Paxton fine sandy loam all at three to eight percent 
slope. Amostown fine sandy loam is also a prime farmland soil at zero to three percent slope.  Paxton fine 
sandy loam is the official state soil of the Commonwealth.  

These prime farmland soils, Amostown and Pollux, are found where the current hayfield is located 
(Appendix 3). Prime farmland soils are determined based on soil composition, slope, and site capability.  
There are not currently any actively tilled cropland on the property, and erosion is not a concern. The 
property is in hay, overgrown pastures, and forest. If row crops are to be grown in the future, care should 
be taken to protect the prime farmland soils such as practicing reduced tillage, crop rotations, and cover 
cropping.   

There are no HEL soils found on the Amherst Poor Farm property. This is soil that has been determined 
to be Highly Erodible Land, or land highly erodible by water based on slope, composition, and/or depth 
to bedrock. Any sloped areas of the property are found in the forestland or old pasture and will not be 
considered tillable. The non-permeable surfaces surrounding the home and barn site are in permanent 
grass and/or flat and erosion is not currently a concern.         

Please see the soils map (Appendix 4) and extensive soils report attached to this inventory for additional 
information on prime farmland soils, hydric soils, and HEL soils.   

WATER RESOURCES 

The MA Department of Environmental Protection classifies 1.4 acres of the Amherst Poor Farm as 
wetlands; 1.05 acres are classified as open water and .35 acres are buffer surrounding the 109-foot stretch 
of the Plum Brook in the southwest corner of the property (Appendix 5).  This area is connected to a 
mineral-rich area where the dominant vegetation is tussock swamp grass, varying species of shrubs and 
some hardwoods such as red or swamp maple.  These common communities are found where the water 
table is at or above the soil surface for most of the year- in lowlands, along the margins of rivers, streams 
or other waterbodies, and along or within forested or herbaceous dominated wetlands.     

There are no existing drainage swales on the Amherst Poor Farm. Just over 100 feet of The Plum Brook 
runs through the southwest corner of the property.  This brook runs through and feeds a large ecologically 
sensitive and diverse wetland complex south of the property. The Plum Brook and extensive wetlands 
characterize this water-rich resource. The brook is not annually flooded.  
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The southwest boundary of the parcel lies above a large aquifer associated with the Fort River and 
Connecticut River watersheds (Appendix 6).  This substantial aquifer supplies Amherst and primarily 
Hadley town residents with excellent and reliable drinking water.  Any nutrient applications which may 
be applied to the hayfield should be used with consideration of the surface water resources as well as this 
groundwater resource.  Soil tests should be completed every three years to limit nutrient applications.  

ANIMAL RESOURCES 

There is currently no livestock on the Amherst Poor Farm property. There is evidence of past grazing, as 
old fence lines exist.  The landowners recall seeing grazing animals while the farm was active. If livestock 
were to become present on the property again, NRCS recommends contacting the Hadley field office to 
discuss rotational grazing and agricultural waste management.    

The wetlands, forest and open hay meadow of the Amherst Poor Farm property combined with the 
surrounding large tracts of open space provide considerable habitat value to a variety of wildlife species, 
including state- listed species. The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program has mapped a section of the property as priority habitat for one species 
of state concern (Appendix 7). NHESP has provided the landowners with guidance for mowing the hayfield 
to avoid any negative impacts to this state-listed species or its habitat.    

PLANT RESOURCES 

Eight acres of the parcel will be in hay production for local livestock farmers. The landowners are 
considering transitioning the hay to row crops. On a March 8, 2021 site visit, the hay fields appeared 
to be in fair to poor condition. Outside of the growing season is difficult to determine true forage 
quality, but the presence of bare spots, pasture weeds and woody invasives led to this 
determination. Good quality forage would show very little bare ground, few pasture weeds, and 
high-quality grasses and legumes. NRCS recommends soil tests be completed on the hay field, and 
nutrients should be applied based on the test results. If it is decided to keep the field in hay production, 
it may be worth rejuvenating or seeding down a new hay crop to produce a better quality forage.   

Invasive plant species were observed along the hayfield border and include multiflora rose, Oriental 
bittersweet, autumn olive, burning bush, and buckthorn.  Some multiflora rose was observed in 
the hayfields.  It is recommended that the invasive plants be treated before they further encroach on the 
hay fields.     
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The vegetative buffer between the hay field and wetland consist of trees and shrubs commonly occurring 
in shrub swamps or other wetlands such as red maple, pin oak, speckled alder, red osier dogwood, 
blueberry and winterberry.  This is also occurring in the old pastures. There are some invasive plants found 
in these areas as well, and in addition to the species listed above, non-native honeysuckle was observed. 

A stewardship plan for the 37 acres of forest has been completed by Baystate Forestry Services. 
Wildlife habitat improvements, forest stand improvements, and treatment of invasives is 
recommended in the plan’s ten-year management prescription. There has been discussion with the 
landowners and NRCS to apply for EQIP funding to complete these projects. It is recommended that 
any work that is proposed in the wetlands and buffers should be coordinated with the Amherst 
Conservation Commission.        

AIR RESOURCES 

The air quality at the site is excellent.  There are no air resource concerns associated with the haying of 
the fields.  If soil amendments or herbicides are considered for use, their applications should be 
planned appropriately to avoid drift. 

HUMANS 

The Amherst Poor Farm is a beautiful property which has the potential to produce high quality livestock 
forage and additional crops based on the prime farmland soils capabilities.  The property adds to 
the hundreds of acres of open conservation or agricultural-use land in South Amherst and is highly 
valued for providing essential habitat to numerous wildlife species, including one state-listed species.  

The intentions of the Amherst Poor Farm landowners are to protect the natural resources on the property 
while producing agricultural products on the operation. They have a personal connection to the land 
and want to see it return to an active farm that can contribute to the local, sustainable agriculture 
movement in the Valley.  
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Appendix 1.  
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Appendix 2.  
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Appendix 3.  
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Appendix 4. 
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Appendix 5. 
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Appendix 6.  
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Appendix 7.  
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